                                                       Dr. Bruce and Sharon Brown

                                                          23739 W. Cotswald Drive

                                                         Plainfield, IL  60858

                                                        815-254-2440

                                                                 Fondest Greetings to you, our Dear Friends and Family,

                                                     Our hope is that the One for whom we celebrate this Holiday 

                                                     Season has blessed you, as He has us.  For even though this 

                                                     has been a year of transition and loss, it has also been a year 

                                                     of indescribable peace and joy for us.

A tremendous amount of that joy has come from our children and grandchildren.  We are told repeatedly from other grandparents how blessed we are to have our families living so close to us.  

Kris and Sam were overjoyed when the newest member of our family arrived.  In addition to Quin (age 6), the Todd family now has a beautiful eight month old baby girl named Paige.  Both she and Quin are very bright and active children.  Some of which can be attributed to the fact that Kris has a full time day care rather than teaching out side her home.  This allows her to be with Quin and Paige all day.  Quin is doing well with his piano and with school.  Kris is still home schooling him.  Sam is still with the same company as he has been for over twenty years. 

Rod and Lara are great.  Lara is still working hard with the same company and we thank God for bringing her and Nick into our lives.  Rod is flying only for pleasure now, as he has joined the Western Southern sales team.  Nick (age 12) is doing great.  He is the handsome quiet type who loves his computer.  James (age 9) is also doing well.  He has almost all “A’s” in school, followed by “O’s” which concerned his grandmother (me) until James put her mind at ease when he told her that “O” stands for “outstanding”.  James is also excelling in his musical education and has become quite a good piano player.  Kimberly (age 4) wants to follow as closely as she can in her older brother’s footprints.  Kim is our gymnast, and has a fantastic athletic ability.

Steve and Cecile are still living in Paris.  Both are working hard to complete their Doctorates while still teaching.  They did find time to visit us for a very pleasant evening during the Thanksgiving Season, and Bruce calls Steve regularly.  

Bruce is as busy as usual.  Besides his choir activities, Bible Study Groups (one at church and one at work), Men’s Prayer Group and working in the homeless shelter, he spends every second possible with the grandchildren.  He loves to have James or Quin beat him at a family table game or to have all of the children try to dunk him at the YMCA pool.  His accelerator responsibilities are for the Fermilab Main Injector and he continues on the MiniBooNE Neutrino Experiment.  

Bruce’s term on the IEEE Board completed January 1st.  

                                                                                             Over

I am working to keep the home fires burning and enjoy the family far beyond any other parent or grandparent in this world (yes, I am sure of that).  Unfortunately, while our family has grown, it has also decreased.  Bruce’s dear mother passed away at age 94 this year and my own mother has been forced into a wheel chair, after breaking her hip.  Thankfully, my wonderful step dad (Darold) and my mom still have each other to care for one another.   My dear stepmother (Vivian) is doing well, and has built a lovely new home in Florida.  We did all get together this summer for a wonderful family reunion.  My sister, Bev and her family came up from Florida and I joyfully reconnected with old friends from high school.

Despite no travels abroad this year, we have taken several trips to Michigan and Oregon.  Bruce even had the experience of driving across the continent in a U-Haul truck for five days.  What is so amazing is that he stopped to spend two of those five days with an old friend in Idaho. 

Besides buying and thoroughly enjoying a new boat this year, we are enjoying the addition of our new sunroom and patio, and the abundance of the garden crops and fruit from our suburban “mini-farm.”  When all is said and done, we can thankfully say that,  “God has blessed us with happiness.”  We trust that you, all the people that we hold so dear, can say the same.

Please keep in touch and stop in when you are in the Chicagoland Area.  

Love To All,

Bruce and Sharon 

