Christmas 2008

Merry Christmas Everyone !

Dear Friends and Family,


We are actually trying to be ready for Christmas.  We decorated the house just after Thanksgiving.  We enjoyed a family holiday musical event.  Can we get cards out on time?


We had a full year which included, as always, lots of time with our family.  We bravely took 3 kids to Orlando – mostly to see family – but of course we also went to Disney World.  A very quick spring vacation.  In May we were privileged to have a visit from Bruce's cousins from California.  We didn't manage to join them for their Kentucky visit and Civil War Re-enactment, but maybe we will do that next year.  We had only a week for a visit to Oregon.  We celebrated Uncle Don's 80th Birthday and Bruce's brother Ron's 70th Birthday – a month late but who is counting.  We couldn't decide between the coast and the mountains so we rushed from one to the other enjoying the tide pools two mornings.  We stopped in between for blueberries  at the Brown-Conrad blueberry farm but the highlight there was the Oregon Blackberries (and Uncle Lyle's tractor).  We even visited the Wildlife Safari and visited Kris' friend Lee and family.  Then Bruce had an end-of-August conference in Nashville and Sharon joined for a brief family visit with brother-in-law Jim and kids and grandkids followed by a Labor Day Weekend drive back home.


When we weren't traveling with kids we still had lots of fun.  We took in various concerts with one or more from the Chicago Symphony, the Naperville Glee Club and Naperville Chorus to the annual July 4th Naperville Municipal Band concert with big guns to accompany the 1812 Overture.  The kids helped pick raspberries and pears in our yard and we had an apple picking adventure to Indiana.  A realistic evaluation may not rate it high (too few apples – too much driving) but Kim and Paige declared it WONDERFUL !!  There are also many rave reviews of the dried pears and dried apples which resulted.  


Sharon is busy as Grandma.  She takes care of Adam (and Kim and James after school) three days a week.  We go to Quin's science fair and young author nights, James' music events (chorus, piano, violin) and Kim's gymnastics demonstrations. But this year she got a renewed connection with old (or are we supposed to find another word) friends – from Elementary School.  We joined the reunion for Daly School on July 26 – all years of all grades for this two room school which she attended.  As much fun as high school reunions, all agreed.  And e-mail makes it SO much easier to keep in touch.  And we now get TV from ATT U-verse so Sharon learned many more things that they tell us but we don't believe.


Bruce continues to work at Fermilab – completing 35 years there this year.  He is trying to really finish a task (that is be thorough and complete) – a  collimation system which was installed last year in the Fermilab Main Injector.  He is trying to redirect some effort to the  MiniBooNE neutrino experiment again.  He has even found time to give a tour and promised more.  At church he continues with the choir and the Alpha course.


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,

Bruce and Sharon    

